[Intravenous immunoglobulin-resistant Kawasaki disease with hemophagocytosis].
Kawasaki disease is acute self-limited vasculitis of unknown etiology that mainly affects infants and young children. Many different clinical aspects can be encountered. A single dose of intravenous immunoglobulin and treatment by aspirin are the standard therapy. Cases of immunoglobulin therapy resistance pose a real problem. We report on the case of a 14-year-old boy with Kawasaki disease and hemophagocytic syndrome, resistant to the combination of two doses of immunoglobulins and three doses of corticosteroids. Recovery was obtained with one dose of infliximab. This observation highlights Kawasaki disease in adolescents and the therapeutic difficulties that may be encountered in cases of resistance to immunoglobulins. Association with macrophage activation syndrome is rare.